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Commission on Cancer 

 Established by the American College of Surgeons (ACoS) in 1922 
 A consortium of professional organizations dedicated to improving survival 

and quality of life for cancer patients   
 Sets standards to ensure quality, multidisciplinary, and comprehensive 

cancer care delivery in health care settings 
 Conducts surveys to assess compliance with those standards 
 Collects standardized data to measure cancer care quality 
 Uses data to monitor treatment patterns and outcomes and enhance cancer 

control and clinical surveillance activities 
 Develops educational interventions to improve cancer prevention, early 

detection, cancer-care delivery, and outcomes 



Commission on Cancer: The Value of Accreditation 

 Demonstrates commitment to patients, communities, providers, payers, and policymakers to improving survival and 
quality of life for patients and to evidence-based, organized, comprehensive, and quality cancer care 

 Standards ensure that state-of-the-art clinical services for diagnosing, treating, rehabilitating, and supporting cancer 
patients and their families are available to provide quality care  

 National Cancer Data Base participation by cancer registries captures more than 100 data elements for every patient and 
more than 70% of all new cancer patients diagnosed in the U.S. each year. Participant User File (PUF) access for research is 
only available to investigators at CoC-approved programs 

 Measuring quality and outcomes, including overall survival, through a rapidly expanding panel of quality measures for 
cancers of the breast, colon, rectum, lung, esophagus, and stomach, and soon to include gynecologic and urologic 
malignancies, melanoma, sarcoma and pediatric tumors. Comparison with nation-wide data from all 1,500 CoC-accredited 
programs 

 Ensures a multidisciplinary team approach including information and access to clinical trials, access to prevention and 
early detection programs, cancer conferences, and oversight by a Cancer Committee 



 Accreditation Survey Process: 

 Cancer program surveys are a comprehensive evaluation of the 
entire scope, organization, and activity of a cancer program.  

 A survey is performed every three years by a Commission on 
Cancer (CoC) surveyor who is trained to evaluate compliance with 
the CoC eligibility requirements and standards that are required 
for accreditation. 

 Currently, accreditation awards are based on compliance with 34 
standards. 
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Cancer Quality Improvement Program (CQIP) 
 

 A data-driven, process and outcomes-based cancer quality improvement 
initiative 

 Confidentially reports to 1,500 individual CoC-accredited hospitals their data as 
entered in NCDB (including comparisons with national data from all CoC-
accredited programs) 

 2017 release provides CoC-accredited facilities with data on: 
 Compliance with CoC-adopted quality measures 
 Volume data for complex surgical oncology operations with 30-day and  
 90 day mortality 
 Unadjusted and risk-adjusted survival data for selected cancer sites 
 Other clinical data and administrative data, which will be updated and  

 expanded annually  



Cancer Program Total Case Volume, 2011 - 2015  
My Facility 



Cancer Program Total Case Volume, 2011 - 2015  
My Facility 



Insurance Status, 2012 - 2015 - My Facility vs. All CoC 



Total In/Out Migration, 2011 - 2015 - My Facility 



In/Out Migration by Insurance Status, 2015 –  
My Facility 



Quality Measure - Breast Cancer 



BREAST: Breast radiation after breast conserving surgery  



BREAST: Combination chemotherapy for hormone receptor 
negative breast cancer 



BREAST: Adjuvant hormonal therapy for hormone receptor 
positive breast cancer  



BREAST: Breast conserving surgery rate  

The national percentage of women 
having 

breast conservation is 66.3%. In our 
facility, 84.6% had breast 

conservation.   



BREAST: Image or palpation-guided needle biopsy (core or FNA) is 
performed for the diagnosis of breast cancer  

Initial diagnosis of breast cancer by needle biopsy is preferred for  
many reasons. 100% of our patients in 2015 were diagnosed by  

needle biopsy.    



Stage Distribution - Breast Cancer Diagnosed in 2015,                                                
My Facility vs. All CoC 



In/Out Migration Breast Cancer, 2013 - 2015 - My Facility 



Insurance Status - Breast Cancer, 2012 - 2015                                     
My Facility vs. All CoC 



Distance Traveled - Breast Cancer, 2015 - My Facility 



First Course Treatment Stage I Breast Cancer                          
 My Facility vs. All CoC 



Quality Measure Reports - Colon 



COLON: Adjuvant chemotherapy for lymph node positive  
colon cancer   



COLON: At least 12 regional lymph nodes removed and  
pathologically examined for resected colon cancer  

An area for potential improvement 



Stage Distribution - Colon Cancer Diagnosed                                              
My Facility vs. All CoC 



In/Out Migration Colon Cancer My Facility  



Insurance Status - Colon Cancer, 2012 - 2015                                  
My Facility vs. All CoC 



Distance Traveled - Colon Cancer - My Facility 



Quality Measure Reports  
Melanoma 



Stage Distribution - Melanoma Cancer Diagnosed  
 My Facility vs. All CoC 



In/Out Migration Melanoma Cancer, 2013 - 2015   
My Facility 



Insurance Status - Melanoma Cancer, 2012 - 2015                                    
My Facility vs. All CoC 



Distance Traveled - Melanoma Cancer  
My Facility 
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SUMMARY 
 

 Amazing support from the hospital staff, administration, 
board and the community for developing the cancer program 

 
 

 Our ultimate goal has been to: 
 

     “Provide High Quality Cancer Care Close  
to Home” 
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